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Yet charitable readers will believe that in the following sen-
tence demiss has slipped unconsciously from a learned pen:
He perceived that the Liberal ministry had offended certain influential
sections by appearing too demiss or too unenterprising in foreign affairs.
—bryce.
The guilt of such peccadilloes as this may be said to
vary inversely as the writer's erudition; for in this matter
the learned may plead ignorance, where the novice knows too
well what he is doing. It is conscious archaism that offends,
above all the conscious archaisms of the illiterate: the
historian's // should seem, even the essayist's You shall
find) is less odious, though not less deliberate, than the ere^
oft, aught, thereanent, I wot, I trow, and similar ornaments,
with which amateurs are fond of tricking out their sentences.
This is only natural. An educated writer's choice falls upon
archaisms less hackneyed than the amateur's; he uses them,
too, with more discretion, limiting his favourites to a strict
allowance, say, of once in three essays. The amateur indulges
us with his whole repertoire in a single newspaper letter of
twenty or thirty lines, and—what is worse—cannot live up
to the splendours of which he is so lavish: charmed with
the discovery of some antique order of words, he selects
a modern slang phrase to operate upon ; he begins a sentence
with ofttimes^nA ends it with a grammatical blunder ; aspires
to albeit^ and achieves howbeit. Our list begins with the
educated specimens, but lower down the reader will find
several instances of this fatal incongruity of style; fatal,
because the culprit proves himself unworthy of what is worth-
less. For the vilest of trite archaisms has this latent virtue,
that it might be worse; to use it, and by using it to make
it worse, is to court derision.
A coiner or a smuggler shall get off tolerably well.—lamb.
The same circumstance may make one person laugh, which shall reader
another very serious.—lamb.
You shall hear the same persons say that George Barnwell is very
natural, and Othello is very natural.—lamb.

